2018
BALKAN
Season
No Borders Orchestra (nbo) stands for
amazing music
unity in diversity
tolerance and togetherness
in the Balkans & beyond

In the region at the very heart of Europe that has for
decades stood for crisis, conflict and divisiveness,
there is a group of young people that embodies a
different story. Their passion is togetherness, their
bond is friendship, their language is music. No
Borders Orchestra is their story!
As we see every day in the news, what is happening
in the Balkans is happening in the world: that is
why nbo’s impact is not regional,
its reach is universal!
With its excellent music making, No Borders
Orchestra breaks down borders of all kinds:
between countries, classes and ethnicities,
between the classical concert halls of the elites and
the rocking stages of the people.
Made up of the best professional musicians from
every country, religious and ethnic group of
the former Yugoslavia, the orchestra is a living
embodiment of everything that matters to modern
Europe: diversity, integration and the spirit of
friendship. Hence the commitment to excellence:
the quality of our music is a direct expression
of what we believe the Western Balkans – and
Europe – can achieve when united by tolerance and
togetherness.
To spread their powerful message, No Borders
Orchestra is establishing the annual Balkan Season
tour in the region. This year’s schedule of concerts:

p. i. tchaikovsky
Serenade – Pezzo in
forma di sonatina

a. vrebalov
Pannonia Boundless
j. s. bach
Concerto for
violin & viola
C minor
a. schoenberg
Transfigured night

Stanko Madic
violin
Sasa Mirkovic
viola
no borders
orchestra
Premil Petrovic
conductor

No Borders Orchestra is a symphony orchestra
comprised of excellent professional musicians from the
Western Balkans. It grew out of the desire to create
a regional cross-border symphony orchestra, one that
delivers the highest artistic quality and calls for a
new kind of communication. The NBO project rests
on two main foundations: music and society. All NBO
performances successfully balance musical excellence with
a comprehensive awareness of society.
Established in 2012 both in Belgrade and in Berlin,
nbo is a non-governmental organization whose goal
is to initiate positive social development through the
power of reconciliation and creative collaboration.
By seeking ways to deconstruct and transform
communities, by advocating positive change and
by engaging societies to become more inclusive,
intercultural, democratic and open, nbo serves as
a platform for overcoming nationalism, racism,
xenophobia, homophobia and the bloody legacy of
the past in the Western Balkan region and beyond.
The founder and artistic director of nbo is Belgrade
born, Berlin based conductor Premil Petrovic.

Belgrade,
Center for Cultural
Decontamination

Sarajevo, Army Hall

Prizren, Lumbardhi
Cinema

nbo has had an active first six years: numerous
concerts at the leading festivals in the Balkan
region, as well as touring and receiving rave
reviews at Wiener Festwochen in Vienna,
Kunstenfestivaldesarts in Brussels, Festival
d`Automne in Paris, Operadagen in Rotterdam,
Festival de Marseille, Brisbane Festival, Festival
in Gwangju, Macao Arts Festival as well as in
Barbican in London, Kampnagel in Hamburg,
Radialsystem in Berlin, Megaron in Athens,
Lisbon, Toulouse, Strasbourg etc.
nbo has signed an exclusive recording agreement
with Universal Music with the first album “The
Opening” being released under the Deutsche
Grammophon brand in March 2015.

Theatre City, Budva
Mali Mozart, Sarajevo
Lumbardhi & DAM Festival, Prizren
Center for Cultural Decontamination, Belgrade

Partners in the Balkan Season 2018

17.8
18.8
20.8
22.8

Budva, Theatre City

nbo asks the question: “What is the artistic and
social significance of a symphony orchestra in the
twenty-first century?” Its activity so far offer some
possible answers.
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No Borders Orchestra Balkan Season 2018
No Borders Orchestra (NBO) is made up of the best professional musicians from every
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This summer NBO kicked off The Balkan Season 2018 Tour, an annual
tour dedicated to bringing NBO’s music and message to the Balkans and Europe in
years to come. For 2018, the touring string ensemble of the orchestra consisted
of 19 musicians from 8 countries based in the Western Balkans and Western Europe.
Playing in both traditional and avant-garde venues, NBO drew audiences from all
walks of life, uniting them, as it does the musicians, in their diversity with the passion,
drama and joy of their music.
Program
P. I. Tchaikovsky: Serenade - Pezzo in forma di sonatina
A. Vrebalov: Pannonia Boundless
J. S. Bach: Concerto for violin and viola C minor
A. Schoenberg: Transfigured night
Stanko Madic, violin
Sasa Mirkovic, viola
Premil Petrović, conductor
No Borders Orchestra
n the region at the very heart of urope that has for decades stood for crisis, conflict
and divisiveness, NBO is a living embodiment of everything that matters to modern
urope diversity, integration and the spirit of friendship. ence the commitment to
e cellence the uality of our music is a direct e pression of what we believe the
Western Balkans and urope can achieve when united by tolerance and
togetherness.

Locations
Budva, Montenegro (17 August) – concert 1
Festival: Budva Theatre City
Venue: Open-air stage in the Old Town
The first concert of the Balkan Season 2018 Tour was
held in Budva at the beautiful open-air location in the
Old Town, drawing an appreciative audience of 350
people, as well as onlookers on the side with children
big and small.
Of course, a concert by the sea would not
be complete without the sea breeze. It joined
the concert by blowing
e soloist’s score off the
stand, but the spirit of friendship among the NBO
players saved the day – an
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Prizren, Kosovo (18 August) – concert 2
Partner: Lumbardhi Foundation
Venue: Lumbardhi Cinema

The next stop on the Balkan Season Tour brought the orchestra to Prizren. The
concert there came about with great support from our local partner, the Lumbardhi
Foundation, one of the organisations responsible for keeping the cultural life in
Prizren vibrant and relevant.
The concert took place at the Lumbardhi Cinema, an old cinema that was salvaged
by local cultural and civic organisations and reanimated for cultural events.
e he community in Prizren loves culture and in particular classical music
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Sarajevo, Bosnia (22 August) – concert 3 & workshop
Partner: NGO Mali Mozart
Venue: Army Hall
With its diverse community, Sarajevo is the multicultural hotspot of the Western
Balkans. 400 people from various walks of life, including the Austrian and Italian
Ambassadors to Bosnia, packed the prestigious Army Hall for the No Borders
Orchestra concert. The night was HOT and
e performance just as moving,
ending with a standing ovation from the audience.
Working with local partner Mali Mozart, the concert in Sarajevo was preceded by an
educational workshop for children. The aim was to show how the cooperation of the
diverse sections of the orchestra that results in a harmonious musical whole
parallels the cooperation needed in society to create sustainable peace and
stability.

Belgrade, Serbia (24 August) – concert 4
Partner and Venue: Center for Cultural Decontamination
The final concert of the Balkan Season 2018 tour took place at the Center for Cultural
Decontamination in Belgrade. Small and intimate,
minimalistic and cool, the orchestra played for a
captivated audience made up of young and old,
sophisticated and punk, inside and outside the center,
where it was livestreamed.
Among the audience were the UK, American,
Albanian Ambassadors, cultural workers, social activists
and music lovers. Wherever they came from, the
audience was united in their love of the performance
and the message that NBO stands for: excellent classical music as a unifying force for
peace and cooperation.
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From start to finish, the tour was a testament to the abiding spirit of friendship and
cooperation that continues to thrive in the region, transcending borders and a
history of conflict. NBO is proud to create spaces for that spirit to manifest.
No Borders Orchestra Balkan Season 2018 musicians
1st Violins:
Stanko Madic; concertmaster, Belgrade-Nurnberg
Aleksandra Milanovic, Belgrade
Ferdi Fanaj, Pristina-Vienna
Matjaz Porovne, Ljubljana
Vladimir Kostov, Skopje
Ziga Faganel, Ljubljana
2nd Violins:
Frosina Bogdanoska Panov, Skopje-Vienna
Andrea Nikolic, Sarajevo-Vienna
Martin Dimitrov, Skopje
Mersiha Teskeredzic, Sarajevo-Brussells
Sonja Vojvodic, Banja Luka-Podgorica
Violas:
Sasa Mirkovic, Belgrade
Arianit Shehu, Pristina
Milan Radocaj, Belgrade-Lisbon
Natasa Petrovic, Belgrade
Cellos:
Isak Haracic, Sarajevo-Kunming
Bas Jongen, Zagreb-Vienna
Martin Sikur, Ljubljana
Double bass:
Ilin-Dime Dimovski, Skopje-Zagreb



 

No Borders Orchestra is grateful to all its partners and sponsors, without whom the
tour would not have been possible. Your support of our project to create the highest
quality music as the voice and space for our society’s highest ideals meant a great
deal to us, both financially and morally. We look forward to future collaborations
promoting music and European values in the Balkans and beyond!

